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Arthropods of Possible Medical Significance
Collected in Terrell County, Texas

By R. B. EADS and B. G. HIGHTOWER, State Department of

Health, Austin, Texas

With the Big Bend National Park of Texas rapidly becom-

ing a major tourist attraction, this Department is endeavoring

to obtain fairly complete information relative to the medically

important anthropods in the area. Consequently, we were

greatly appreciative of the opportunity presented the junior

author to accompany Dr. W. Frank Blair, University of Texas

Mammalogist, and his students on a field trip to West Texas

(Terrell County) June 6 to July 8, 1949.

The majority of the mammals collected were examined for

ectoparasites. An unexpectedly light mammal population was

encountered and the small number of rodents seen were sup-

porting, for the most part, small or no ectoparasite infestations.

Some attention was directed toward the collection of arthro-

pods other than ectoparasites. The taxonomic status of this

material has been determined and is presented here.

ECTOPARASITE INDEX OF HOSTS

Rodentia

7 Citcllus variegatus (Rock Squirrel) : 11 Pulex irritans; 40

Echidnophaga gallinacea; 107 Diainanus montaints; 1 Ixodes

cookei; 1 Dermacentor parwnapertus; 27 Haemolaelaps glas-

gozifi; 1 Neohaematopinus laeviuscidus.

3 Sciurus niger (Tree Squirrel) : 10 Orchopeas howardii; 18

Neohaematopinus sciurinus.

10 Cratogeomys castanops (Pocket Gopher) : 200 plus Geo-

mydoecus geomydis (heavy infestation) ;
4 Hirstionyssus sp.

(being described by Strandtmann and Hunt) ;
16 Haemolaelaps

glasgowi.
7 Perognathus merriami (Pocket Mouse) : 24 Androlaelaps

sp. (apparently undescribed).

Lagomorpha
2 Lepus calijornicus (Jack Rabbit) : 12 Haemaphysalis

leporis-palustris ; 3 Dermacentor parwnapertus; 2 Hoplop-
syllus affinis.
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Artiodactyla

2 Tayassu anyulat-um (Javelina) : 100 Juxtapulcx porc'mus ;

25 Pccaroecus javalli.

Chiroptera

5 Pipistrellus hesperus (Canyon Bat) : 1 Myodopsylla col-

linsi; 5 Spinturni.v sp. ;
5 Liponyssus haemoto'phayus; 4 Or-

ni tli odor os sp. (larvae).

Carnivora

3 Bassariscns astutus (Ring Tailed Cat) : 1 Pnlcx irritans.

4 Procyon lotor (Raccoon) : 95 Pitlc.r irritans; 4 Echid-

nophaya yallinacca; 1 I.vodcs cookci.

ARTHROPODSNOT ECTOPARASITIC

Diptera

Aedcs afro pal pus Larvae common in temporary rain water

held in rocky depressions. Adults were common.

Anopheles punctipennis No larvae found. Adults were not

numerous.

Anopheles pscudopunctipcnnis No larvae found. Three
adult females taken.

Callitroga maccllaria Adults of the secondary screw worm
fly were commonly encountered about every fresh mammal car-

cass observed.

Musca domcstica Abundant.

Sarcophaya bishoppi, S. plinthophyga, S. julvlpcs triplasia
and .V. sucta were common.

Phorocera tachinomoides Three of these tachinid flies were
taken.

Tabanus sp. and Silvins sp. Tabanids were numerous. Sil-

vius were especially common along the Pecos River, viciously

attacking humans as well as domestic animals. All specimens
of this family were so battered when they reached Mr. H. }.

Reinhard, Texas A. & M. College, that he was unable to place
them specifically.

Coleoptera

Epicauta atrivitala A single specimen of this large blister

beetle was taken.
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